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150 YEARS OF DYNAMITE 

 
SALT LAKE CITY, UT—Dyno Nobel, a global leader in commercial explosives, traces its roots 

back to Alfred Nobel and his pivotal invention of dynamite. The name dynamite is derived from 

the Greek word dýnamis, meaning power. This year marks 150 years of progression due to the 

power of dynamite.  

Before dynamite, the ability to break rock was limited to black powder explosives, which weren’t 

very strong and required a lot of material. This material was also dangerous to transport. The 

invention of nitroglycerin in 1846 allowed for stronger and larger explosions, however it was 

extremely unstable and less safe than black powder. Safety was the original reason Alfred 

Nobel set forth to create dynamite. This laid the foundation for Dyno Nobel’s high safety 

standards, Zero Harm for Everyone, Everywhere. 

In 1867, Alfred Nobel discovered how to stabilize nitroglycerin by adding diatomaceous earth.  

This created the first stable explosive more powerful than black powder. The invention of 

dynamite marked a pivotal time and led to a step change in global industrialization. Dynamite 

made it easier to safely extract raw materials, allowing for more innovations to come to life. 

Today, Dyno Nobel continues this tradition by developing practical innovations in blasting. 

Although improvements have been made to the original formula of dynamite and blasting 

practices, dynamite is still in use today and is, at times, the most sustainable solution in blasting. 

In North America, Dyno Nobel is the only manufacturer of dynamite, producing millions 
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of pounds each year. Its plant in Carthage, Missouri, has been producing dynamite, packaged 

emulsion and cast boosters since 1902. 

Alfred Nobel once said, “If I have 300 ideas and just one turns out to work I am satisfied.” He 

went on to have 355 patent applications granted during his life. Of all his inventions, dynamite is 

considered the most influential, not only because it redefined mining, but also because it gave 

birth to the Nobel Prizes. Alfred Nobel’s entrepreneurial vision laid the ground work and became 

the inspiration for Dyno Nobel to deliver Groundbreaking Performance through Practical 

Innovation. 
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About Dyno Nobel: 

Dyno Nobel is a subsidiary of Incitec Pivot Limited ABN 42 004 080 264 (ASX:IPL). Dyno Nobel has 

customers in the mining, quarry, construction, pipeline and geophysical exploration industries. The company operates 

in Australia, Canada, the United States, Africa, Indonesia, Mexico, South America, Papua New Guinea and Turkey. 

Dyno Nobel manufactures a full line of commercial explosives, including ammonium nitrate, bulk explosives, 

packaged emulsions, dynamite, detonators (electric, nonelectric and electronic), cast boosters, and detonating cord, 

as well as surface and underground loading systems and Portable Modular Emulsion Plants. The company also 

offers services, including blast design, shot loading, shot service, vibration control, airblast, flyrock 

and NOx reduction, through DynoConsult, a specialist consulting division of Dyno Nobel. Please visit 

www.dynonobel.com for more information. 
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